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UNIVERSITY
EXCEEDS NATIONAL

AVERAGE IN STUDENT RETENTION RATE

T

he University of Texas-Pan American
achieved a record-high retention rate of
72.7 percent of freshmen to sophomores
for fall 2005 to fall 2006 that surpassed
the national average of 71.6 percent.
The rates reﬂect that ﬁrst-time, full-time
freshmen enrolled at the University are
returning the following year to continue
their education according to UTPA
administrators.
The retention rate increase is a
tremendous boost to the University that
eight years ago experienced a more than
50 percent loss of ﬁrst-year students said
Dr. John Edwards, UTPA vice president for
enrollment and student services.
“In the freshmen class of 1998 through
fall year of 1999 only 57 percent of
entering freshmen were making it into
the sophomore class one year later. That
means out of 1,800 students that were
coming in as freshmen more than 1,000
were dropping out during that year.
What a loss to our University and what
a potential loss to our Valley,” Edwards
said. “We knew that we had to take steps
to get students better prepared coming in
as well as assist those students in focusing
on graduation once they were here.”
UTPA President Dr. Blandina Cárdenas
cited several initiatives implemented
through the Division of Academic Affairs
to assist ﬁrst-year students including the
Learning Framework course intended
to enhance student success in college;
mandatory advisement through the
Academic Advisement and Mentoring
Center; and the implementation of new
admissions requirements.
Dr. Ana Maria Rodriguez, associate
vice president for undergraduate studies,
highlighted the UNIV 1301: Learning
Framework course as key in the retention
rate boom. Learning Framework began
in fall 2004 and all incoming freshmen at
UTPA with 30 hours or less are required
to complete the course that focuses on
research, theory and application of the
psychology of learning, cognition and
motivation. The establishment of the
course was made possible through a ﬁveyear $2.5 million Title V Hispanic Serving
Institution grant.
“Many students come to the University
with a lot of the skills that are required to
be successful in college, but many do not
come with those skills and that is what we
try to give them in this course,” Rodriguez
said. “The course is designed to not only
help with the transition from high school to
college, but to also help them the rest of
their lives. It is a life learning experience
that we are trying to give students in this
particular course.”
For Rey Garcia, a UTPA accounting
sophomore, taking the required Learning
Framework course as a freshman helped

him learn to balance school and his other
responsibilities.
Garcia said the course taught him
time management skills and put him
on the path to a great education. As a
sophomore he said he has managed to
maintain a 3.7 grade point average. “This
is an excellent course...,” Garcia said. “At
the beginning this is one of those courses
that you have to take, but once you take
it, you learn a lot of valuable and key
strategies to improve your education, but
also ﬁnd a balance in your life.”
With the freshmen retention rate
steadily improving, Rodriguez said the
administration will also be focusing on the
sophomore retention rates in the future
and ensuring the students from the fall
2006 class graduate in four years.
“Our next major challenge is to get
the fall 2006 class graduated by 2010
and I really believe that we can do that,”
Rodriguez said.
During the fall 2006 semester, 17,330
students enrolled at UTPA and 2,590 were
freshmen, making it the largest cohort of
freshmen in UTPAʼs history.
In addition, the number of Student
Credit Hours at the University has jumped
with undergraduate and graduate
students taking 194,167 credit hours the
fall 2006 semester.
“We have increased 20,000 credit
hours in the last four years and what
that means is more of our students are
taking more courses and are coming back
and that positions the University well for
allocation of formula funding,” Cárdenas
said.
Formula funding is deﬁned as a system
by which the Legislative Budget Board
allocates general revenue funds to Texas
colleges and universities and is generally
based on Semester Credit Hours.
With the retention rate and semester
credit hours rising, Cárdenas said those
numbers will eventually translate into
increased graduation rates for the
University. Last year UTPA awarded more
than 2,800 graduates their degrees.
UTPAʼs four-year graduation rate is
at 13.4 percent for full-time students
who enrolled in fall 2002. The ﬁve-year
graduation rate stands at 23.3 percent
for the fall 2001 cohort, while the six-year
graduation rate is at 33 percent for the
cohort enrolled in fall 2000. The national
average graduation rate according to
the U.S. Department of Education is more
than 50 percent.
“The number of students that are
graduating is also steadily increasing…
We have a set target for this cohort of
students that we will reach the national
average in graduation rates for UTPA
four years from now when these students
graduate,” Cárdenas said.

features

Dan Rather
Feb. 13
Legendary broadcast journalist Dan Rather
will appear Tuesday, Feb. 13 as the next
speaker of The University of Texas-Pan
American’s Distinguished Speakers Series.

R

ather, the third speaker in this academic
year’s series that previously featured famed
actor Louis Gossett Jr. and Nobel Prize
winner Rigoberta Menchú, will speak at
the Student Union Theater at 7:30 p.m. The
free event is open to the public but seating
is limited. UTPA students, faculty and staff
will be admitted with a valid University ID
at 7 p.m. while the general public will be
allowed to enter at 7:20 p.m.
For more than 40 years, the former
CBS news anchor and “60 Minutes”
correspondent has covered every major
story of our time — from the Kennedy
assassination, where he was the first to
break the news that the president had been
killed — to the Indian Ocean tsunami, all
with distinction and a fierce dedication to
hard news.
Rather, a native Texan, graduated from
Sam Houston State Teachers College where
he majored in journalism and was editor
of the school newspaper. He first joined
CBS News in 1962 as chief of its Southwest
bureau, where he reported extensively on
the 1960s civil rights struggles. He soon
became CBS’ White House correspondent
and eventually succeeded Walter Cronkite
as CBS’ news anchor.
During his longtime career, Rather has

covered every presidential campaign since
1960 and was a leading force in broadcast
news investigation of the Watergate
scandal. He has also covered wars from
Vietnam to Iraq and was among the first
western journalists to report on the 1989
Tiananmen Square protests and the last
reporter on the air when the Chinese Army
moved in with force.
More recently, Rather broke the shocking
story of the Abu Ghraib prison abuses for
which he was recognized in 2005 with
prestigious Peabody and Sigma Delta Chi
awards. These kudos join several Emmys
and many other broadcast journalism
honors for his work. In addition, he has
authored or co-authored six books and
upon his departure from CBS in 2005
began producing and hosting “Dan Rather
Reports,” a weekly news program featuring
hard-edged field reports, interviews
and investigative pieces which debuted
exclusively on HDNet in 2006.
The Distinguished Speakers Series is
underwritten by student fees and the
speakers are chosen by a Distinguished
Speakers Committee made up of students,
faculty and staff.
“The purpose of the Distinguished
Speaker Series is to host events in which

outstanding individuals representing a
variety of worldviews and backgrounds
are invited to the University to speak and
exchange ideas. These individuals offer
presentations that will educate and inspire
our students,” said Melissa Benavides,
associate director of the Student Union.
Benavides said Rather was chosen as a
speaker by the committee because of his
experience, his distinction as a journalist,
and for his perspectives on world events.
His remarks will relate to the dynamics
of the media and journalism and his
experience as a professional and leader.
The final speaker in this year’s series is
Scott Ritter, who served as chief weapons
inspector for the United Nations Special
Commission in Iraq, where he was in
charge of searching for weapons of mass
destruction. He has become a noted critic of
U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East and
is the best-selling author of books relating
to the U.S. situation in Iraq. Ritter will speak
April 5 at 7:30 p.m. in the Student Union
Theater.
For more information or if special
accommodations are needed, contact the
Student Union office at 956/316-7989.

FESTIVAL TO CELEBRATE
ARTS AND HUMANITIES AT UTPA

C

ome “Celebrate and Experience
Arts and Ideas” at The University of TexasPan American during its ﬁrst Festival of
International Books and Arts, dubbed
FESTIBA, March 1-3.
FESTIBA will celebrate the arts and
humanities side of the University as well as
encourage literacy, and broaden cultural
awareness through books, poetry, drama,
lectures, musical and dance concerts, art
exhibits, theatre performances and much
more.
“FESTIBA will provide opportunities for
University faculty and students to participate
in the exchange of arts, research and
ideas as well as engage the community
through hands-on events, interactive
exhibits, historical re-enactments, light show
presentations, merging painting with poetry,
storytelling, panel discussions, creative
writing, movies with commentary, music
workshops, competitions, and concerts,” Dr.
Dahlia Guerra, dean of the College of Arts
and Humanities, said.
Guerra said last year the University
provided the community with a preview
of the event with FESTIBA Musical, which
offered students and the community the
opportunity to attend a wide variety of
seminars conducted by nationally-renowned
musicians, historians and ethnomusicologists

as well as musical presentations,
mariachi workshops, a mariachi
showcase/competition, and a
Grand Concert which featured local
and international talent.
This year, all the departments within
the College of Arts and Humanities
will collaborate on the event to give
valuable insight into the artistic, creative
and educational environment of the
University. Other FESTIBA partners include
the Colleges of Education and Social and
Behavioral Sciences and the Division of
External Affairs.
“Through FESTIBA, participants will be
encouraged to celebrate and experience arts
and ideas and prepare for studies in the arts
and humanities,” Guerra said.
FESTIBA will feature a reading by 1960
Pulitzer-Prize winning poet W.D. Snodgrass
for UTPA students and the public at the
Student Union Theater on opening day.
In addition, the Department of Music will
host several chamber, salsa, mariachi and
choir concerts and a performance by the
Valley Symphony Orchestra at the Fine Arts
Auditorium throughout the three days.
The Department of Art will host various art
and design exhibits throughout FESTIBA at
the Charles and Dorothy Clark Art Gallery
located in the Fine Arts Building and the
University Gallery in the Communication Arts
and Sciences Building.
FESTIBA will also include a Book Fair at
the University Ballroom March 2 for GEAR
UP (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness
for Undergraduate Programs) and University
students. The Book Fair will offer attendees
the opportunity to meet local authors and
poets as well as UTPAʼs own faculty, who
have written a multitude of literary works.
The authors will be available for book
signings and readings throughout the day.
The Department of Music will once again
host the mariachi workshop for high school
students starting March 2 and will conclude
March 3 at FESTIBA Community Day with a
high school mariachi competition at 5 p.m.
in the Fine Arts Auditorium. Some of South
Texasʼ best musical groups will vie for the
FESTIBA 2007 championship title.
FESTIBA Community Day will offer fun,

food, music and hands-on activities for the
entire family. The free event will feature
writing and drama workshops, concerts,
movies and a historical re-enactment of
the Mexican-American War by the UTPA
Department of History and Philosophy,
lectures, readings, a light show sponsored
by the Department of Communication, and
a University Theatre performance of “Once
Upon a Mattress” at the Albert L. Jeffers
Theatre in the Communication Arts and
Sciences Building.
“It is an opportunity for the community
to come to our campus and see what we
have to offer,” Guerra said. “This is also
a wonderful opportunity to showcase
our faculty in many different ways from
their research to their publications, their
talents and ideas. We want to engage the
community and give them the opportunity to
take part in hands-on activities from writing to
art.”
For further information on FESTIBA or to
become a sponsor, call the College of Arts
and Humanities at 956/381-2175.

PUBLICATION
LOOKING FOR
YOUNG ADULT
WRITERS

As part of the Festival of International Books
and Arts (FESTIBA) at The University of Texas-Pan
American, the College of Arts and Humanities will
hold a contest for young adults ages 11-18 for an
opportunity to have their literary works published
in the inaugural publication “NUEVAS VOCES:
The Journal of Young Adult Literary Arts.”
The winning students’ literary pieces will be
published in the publication, and the winners will
also be invited to participate in a public reading
of their work at FESTIBA Community Day Saturday,
March 3. The young authors must submit their
literary works by Thursday, Feb. 15 at 5 p.m.
For more information on the contest or to submit
your literary pieces, contact the College of Arts
and Humanities at 956/381-2175.

UTPA

creative writing
to offer master’s in
T

he University of Texas-Pan American is

challenge of a workshop environment, along

accepting applications for the new Master

with individualized guidance by faculty members

of Fine Arts (MFA) degree program in creative
writing – the only one of its kind in South Texas.

who are published authors, Schneider said.
The program will offer concentrations in

The 42-hour graduate program, which will

fiction, poetry, creative nonfiction, and liter-

start fall 2007, will prepare students for careers

ary translation. Course requirements include

as writers, teachers at the college or university

12 hours of studio workshops, six hours in the

level, editors, literary translators, and other

scholarly study of literary form and theory, three

professional careers related to publishing and

hours of composition pedagogy, and nine hours

creative writing.

of literature electives. Six hours of free electives

“This degree will bring more attention to

will be chosen in consultation with the student’s

creative writing in South Texas. We intend to put

adviser. In their final year in the program, stu-

this program on the map – both regionally and

dents will prepare a creative thesis consisting of

nationally – and will recruit the most talented

a manuscript in their chosen genre along with a

and imaginative students for the program,” said

critical introduction.

Dr. Steven Schneider, UTPA professor of English

The new creative writing program will provide

and department chair who supervised the pro-

further training in the art of contemporary liter-

gram’s development. “We expect to grow a new

ary writing and publishing, the artistic inspira-

generation of writers, many of whom will tell the

tion of other writers as peers and mentors, and

stories and poems of life along the border.”

a deepened understanding and appreciation

The MFA program in creative writing, which
is the advanced terminal degree in the field,

of literary traditions, including those of the Rio
Grande Valley and elsewhere, Schneider said.

will accept 15 new students yearly and at least
three will receive financial support as graduate
assistants.
UTPA’s new degree program will also provide
aspiring writers with the ongoing support and

For more information about the MFA in
creative writing, contact Dr. Jean Braithwaite,
MFA program coordinator, at 956/381-3421
or e-mail jbraithwai@utpa.edu.

We Are Family:

Parents get involved
thanks to UTPA association

F

or most students and their parents, the college experience can
be overwhelming – from the application process to figuring out
what courses to enroll in. To help ease the anxiety and stress, The
University of Texas-Pan American created the Bronc Parent and
Family Association (PFA) to inform and support families during this
new and changing phase in their lives.
PFA, which was developed in summer 2005 by the Division of
Enrollment and Student Services, currently has more than 400
members, made up of parents whose children attend UTPA. The
goal of the association is to keep parents and families connected
to the University, which in turn will encourage and support the
academic and personal growth of their UTPA student.
“We know that for many students parents provide much-needed
support for their success; however, since 70-plus percent of UTPA
students are first-generation students, our parents may not be
sufficiently familiar with college academic and social life to provide
the kind of support students need. We created this Parent and
Family Association so parents could feel informed about college life
in general and UTPA in particular, so they would be in a better
position to provide support for their students,” Dr. Jerry Price,
UTPA dean of students, said.
The development of associations like PFA is very common at more
than half of the universities across the nation Price said.
“At many universities, they (associations) serve the purpose of
getting eager parents involved in their students’ university. I think you
would find that most of the parents at these associations are college
graduates themselves,” he said. “Our PFA is different in that we
strive to educate parents about the college experience and how they
can support their student best.”
Price said the ultimate goal of the association is to help
students succeed.
“Our premise is simple – the more informed the parent, the more
helpful they can be for their student,” Price said.
Sonia Olivarez, program coordinator for the Office of Student Life
and Transition Services, said the benefits of becoming a PFA member
include a direct connection to the University should a parent have a
question or concern; an avenue for regular family input and interaction with other parents and family members; and opportunities to
meet campus staff and faculty. As a PFA member, participants also
receive a monthly newsletter and e-mail updates on campus and
sporting events, as well as important deadlines to remember.
“Becoming a member of the association is completely free,”
Olivarez said. “PFA offers one location in which they (parents

and families) know they can call or e-mail. It is one essential hub
where they can go to and get their issues listened to and their
problems solved.”
In addition, Price said PFA provides a full-day parent orientation
where parents and family members are walked through their
students’ college experience. Also, parents receive advice on how
to identify potential problems their student may encounter as well
as how to intervene.
For Maria Alicia Andrade, a PFA Advisory Board member, the
association has been a good experience for her and her husband,
Gonzalo, who have a son currently attending UTPA and a daughter
who graduated in three and half years from the University.
“Through the association the kids know that parents have a place
(at UTPA). The University is allowing us to be close to them without
nagging them,” Andrade, who is originally from Mexico and resides
in McAllen, said.
Through PFA, Andrade said she has been able to talk to other
parents and relate to their different situations and help establish
a support network. She has also learned about the stages and
processes students go through while in college as well as better
communication with her UTPA student when it comes to questions
on deadlines, financial aid, registration and studies.
“I feel that well-informed parents will make better decisions for
their kids and help their kids make better decisions,” Andrade said.
As a member of PFA, Andrade said the most important item on the
agenda is to get all UTPA students graduated.
To learn more about the Bronc Parent and Family Association or to
become a member, contact the Office of Student Life and Transition
Services at 956/292-7282.

Mark your calendar!
UTPA Family Weekend

March 30-31 at the UTPA Quad
This event is a great opportunity for all UTPA parents and family
members to visit and experience the campus as a family unit.
The event will feature Bronc baseball games, movies, activities
and free food.
For more information, call 956/292-7282.

A

fter 35 years of teaching more than 10,000 students at
The University of Texas-Pan American, Dr. Marian Monta will
make her final curtain call as a professor of theatre, television
and film. Monta, who will retire this spring, co-founded the
University Theatre program and has been involved in more than
150 productions. She has been a member of numerous state,
national and international professional organizations, written
and delivered papers at conferences all over the world, and
served as an external evaluator for numerous institutions.

Dr. Marian Monta

Q
Q

How did you end up at UTPA?
I came in 1971. I was working at another university near Houston
and hated it. I thought Texas was a terrible place. I came for the
interview just to see the Valley and fell in love with it. I always say I
came for the weekend and didn’t leave.
What were your different roles within the University Theatre?
With the University Theatre, I have directed, acted, designed and
built costumes and makeup, run the Box Office, written the publicity
stories, taken the publicity photographs, appeared countless
times at meetings, on radio and television to promote the theatre,
designed the season campaigns and kept track of all the accounts.
I have also written a couple of plays and film scripts. Before we
moved into the CAS Building, I also cleaned the theatre spaces,
moved scenery, and used to do the theatre laundry at home.

Q

How do you feel about retiring and what are your plans after
retirement?
I am finally ready and looking forward to it. They kid me in the
department that I will stick around and work for free. In a certain
sense it is true, but I want more time to travel and see places I have
missed and people I am fond of. However, I am glad to help with
fundraising on University projects that interest me and I will still
work with the University Theatre as needed.

Q

Who is your inspiration?
My mother for always encouraging me, and all the women who
dared and didn’t buy into that “you’re only a woman so you can’t”
syndrome. When I was young, that’s all we were taught in school
– girls can’t. Now girls can. I have lived to see so many women
be the first at something. I hope I get to vote for the first woman
president before I die. I doubt I will ever see a woman Pope, but
anything else is possible.

Q

Who are some of your most famous/successful students?
Everyone knows about Valente Rodriguez who stars on ABC’s
hit family comedy “George Lopez,” but few remember Christopher
Rich who was a student here in the 1970s and now plays Reba’s
ex-husband on the WB’s comedy “Reba.” They are the more
famous ones, but plenty of others are successful in satisfying careers

teaching at every level from university to junior high, working as
everything from editors to engineers and executives. Many are
successful and a few are famous.

Q
Q

What is your fondest memory of UTPA?
My fondest memories are of the students and the University
Theatre productions.
What has been the biggest change you have seen in students
throughout the years?
They seem to be getting younger! Seriously, we have always had
the most enthusiastic majors. They love what they do and are willing
to work hard. If they are not, they change majors very quickly.

Q
Q

What is your greatest accomplishment?
I suppose it is the level of national recognition we have achieved.
Ours is the first theatre-television-film program in the country to be
nationally accredited.
What are your hopes for the future of the theatre program?
I want it to stay strong and be able to keep up with the changes
in the field. As far as we can determine, we have the first theatretelevision-film program in the country and it is way ahead of the
pack. I hope it can stay that way, as others catch up with us.

Q
Q

What legacy do you hope to leave at the University?
I hope to leave a strong program with good scholarship support
and a commitment from the University to help it stay strong.
What advice would you give to students pursuing careers in theatre?
If you don’t want to work hard, change your major. If you love to
work hard and love theatre, it won’t feel like work at all.
A day of festivities is planned for March 3 to honor Monta’s
retirement. Events include a luncheon, play, cast party and a
souvenir book. Tickets for all events are $50 per person and
reservations can be made by calling 956/381-3581 or
e-mailing galvane@utpa.edu.

FUNDING THE FUTURE:
NEW UNIVERSITY INITIATIVE MAKES COLLEGE AFFORDABLE

R

ebekah Sepulveda, a junior majoring in communication
studies at The University of Texas-Pan American, will now
be able to spend more time studying and less time working
to pay for her education due to a new tuition initiative –
UTPAdvantage – that will guarantee no out-of-pocket costs to
eligible students whose families earn $25,000 or less a year.
“Attaining a higher education is something that has been
instilled in me by my mom,” Sepulveda said. “But each
semester I have to ﬁgure out who Iʼm going to ask to help me
pay for it, because my Pell grant doesnʼt cover everything.”
Sepulveda said she can now breathe easier knowing this
program is available to help students like herself and she
knows it will relieve some of the burden of having to work so
many hours to pay her tuition and fees.
UTPA President Dr. Blandina Cárdenas hopes this program
will encourage more students to attend college, because
it offers a guarantee of no out-of-pocket costs for eligible
students.
“College is affordable and possible if people make the right
choices and acquire the right information,” Cárdenas said.
“We have set this program in place to get the message out
to students, teachers, parents and families that poverty and
meager resources are not impediments to higher education.”
The UTPAdvantage tuition initiative, which will start fall 2007,
will cover the cost of tuition and fees for the regular academic
year – fall and spring – for students who meet all of the
following requirements:
• Have a family income of $25,000 or less as reported on
the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).
• Are classiﬁed as a Texas resident.
• Are enrolled 15 hours or more a semester.
• Are enrolled as an undergraduate in a degree-seeking
program.
• Have ﬁled the FAFSA for the upcoming academic year by
the March 1 Financial Aid Priority Deadline.
• Are making satisfactory academic progress.
An estimated 50 percent of students attending UTPA could
qualify ﬁnancially for this program, according to Elaine
Rivera, director of Financial Aid at UTPA. She said college
degree attainment in the Rio Grande Valley is 11 percent,
compared to 20 percent for Texas and 24 percent for the
nation.
“UTPAdvantage is a way to offer families a guarantee for
their children to be able to come to college without paying
any out-of-pocket expenses,” Rivera said. “It has the potential

to change the lives of countless families.”
The program is available for a maximum of eight semesters
or until graduation, whichever occurs ﬁrst.
“We think that some of these requirements are going to
encourage students to graduate on time,” she said. “This
means that we are going to have more graduates in the
Valley in the work force, which will have a tremendous impact
on the area.”
UTPAdvantage will cover tuition and fees through different
forms of gift aid, including federal, state, institutional and
private forms of scholarships and grants. Funding for the
UTPAdvantage program for each academic year is contingent
upon availability of monies.
Dr. Paul Sale, provost and vice president for academic
affairs, touted the value of education at UTPA because
students are getting to work with faculty who are at the
forefront of innovation.
“Nowhere else can students work alongside leading
researchers and scientists to develop high powered lasers
and drugs to cure cancer. What a value that is,” Sale said.
“But, no matter what the value is, if students canʼt afford it (a
University education), it has no value to them.”
Students whose families make more than $25,000 a year
are still encouraged to apply for ﬁnancial aid by the March
1 priority deadline to ensure they receive the most amount
of free aid possible. UTPA awarded more than $94 million in
ﬁnancial aid during the 2006-2007 academic year.
“I have utilized ﬁnancial aid throughout my school career
and it has helped me to come to school on a full-time basis,
rather than a part-time basis,” Olga Chapa, UTPA doctoral
candidate for international business, said. “And when I did
come to school part time, it helped supplement my income
so I wouldnʼt have to work 40 hours a week outside of the
University. The availability of these funds creates an open
door for many of us that without it would not be able to
have attended.”
UTPAdvantage is part of The University of Texas Systemʼs
effort to make college more affordable for low-income
students. UTPA has one of the lowest tuition rates within The
UT System.
”One of the things Iʼve noticed as a graduate student
— being able to visit other campuses and speak to other
students throughout the country that attend other universities
— is that for the tuition I pay, I get a lot more for my dollar
than they do,” Chapa said.
For more information about the UTPAdvantage,
call the Student Financial Services Ofﬁce at
956/380-8787 or e-mail ﬁnaid@utpa.edu.

UTPA awarded more than $94 MILLION
in financial aid during the 2006-2007 academic year.

Around Campus
University
partners with
TSTC Harlingen
The University of Texas-Pan
American and Texas State
Technical College Harlingen
signed three agreements
between the two institutions of
higher education – a general
articulation agreement, a dual
admissions agreement and
an articulation agreement
in engineering – during a
ceremony Jan. 17 at the UTPA
Visitors Center.
With a goal of allowing
easier access to higher
education for South Texas
students, these three
agreements will streamline the
process for students at TSTC
who would like to transfer to
UTPA to complete a bachelor’s
degree.
The articulation agreements
match or articulate
comparable coursework
between the schools to ensure
that courses taken by TSTC
students can be applied to
UTPA degree requirements.
The agreement between
TSTC and the UTPA College of
Science and Engineering will
specifically ease the transition
to a four-year degree for
those TSTC students who have
completed specified TSTC
Associate of Applied Science
Degree programs wishing to
pursue an engineering degree
at UTPA.
The dual admission
agreement provides the
option to be dually admitted
into UTPA upon enrollment at
TSTC if the student meets the
academic criteria provided in
the agreement.
UTPA will provide a degree
plan to TSTC students and
advisers that will enable
enrollment in classes that will
lead to the completion of
associate’s and bachelor’s
degrees.
UTPA transfer admission
counselors will work with the
students beginning in their
first semester at TSTC to assist
them in the transition. High
achieving students in the
program will be eligible for
transfer student scholarships
targeted to this initiative.

Career Services collaborates to develop
South Texas advisory committee

National Champions
Congratulations to The University of Texas-Pan American intramural flag football team, the Stallions,

who were recently crowned the 2007 National Intramural Recreation Sports Association Flag Football
Champions. This was the first time a UTPA Intramurals and Recreational Sports team has won a national title in
any intramural event. The Stallions, who competed Jan. 6 in the championship game at The University of Texas
at Dallas, crushed the University of North Carolina-Charlotte 27-20 to bring home the title. The Stallions went
undefeated (6-0) during the three-day tournament beating out teams from Texas A&M, Arkansas-Little Rock,
Illinois State, University of Georgia and Southeastern Louisiana. Standing left to right are John Lopez, Mission;
Juan Aldape, Rio Grande City; Daniel Flores, Edinburg; Jacob Santa Maria, Pharr; Rey Salinas, Pharr; and
Steve Jondreau, Superior, Wis. Kneeling left to right are Venostiano Martinez, Los Fresnos; Ricky Salinas,
Pharr; Abram Estrada, San Juan; Nathan McDonald, Pharr; and Emmanuel Rodriguez, Roma.

H omecoming
R eunion set
for F eb . 10
Come reconnect with old friends and network
with fellow alumni at The University of Texas-Pan
American’s Homecoming Reunion Feb. 10 during
Homecoming Week 2007.
The alumni reunion will allow people to re-establish
bonds with former classmates and see how the
University has changed, said Debra Grant, director
of Alumni Relations.
“Alumni and friends are leaders of tomorrow,
and although they are busy building their careers,
family and future, they can still make an impact on
UTPA through their participation in the life of the
University,” Grant said.

The reunion – sponsored by the UTPA Alumni
Association – will kick off with a tailgate party at the
Edinburg Baseball Stadium’s east parking lot at 4
p.m., followed by the burning of the UTPA letters at
6:30 p.m. and a Bronc baseball game at 7 p.m. at
the Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
The event is for all former students, graduates,
faculty and staff and friends of Edinburg Junior
College, Edinburg Regional College, Pan American
College, Pan American University and The University
of Texas-Pan American.
Admission is free and food, beverages and music
will be provided.
“The truly important things in life last forever
– an alumnus’ relationship with their alma mater
is one of them, no matter how long it has been
since attending, graduating from, or visiting the
University,” Grant said.

Feb. 10

For more information, call the Office of Alumni
Relations at 956/381-2500 or visit http://ea.panam.
edu/alumni/.

TAKING STEPS TO
CURE SHORTAGES
IN NURSING

R

io Grande Valley residents along with millions across the nation may
soon face a crisis that could mean the difference between life and death
— that crisis is the serious shortage of professional nurses who serve a vital
role in quality patient care and safety.
According to the Nurses in Texas Web site, nurses comprise the largest
single component of hospital staff, are the primary providers of hospital
care and deliver most of the nationʼs long-term care, yet, in April 2006 the
shortage in the nation was projected by the Health Resources and Services
Administration to be more than one million nurses by the year 2020. Some
Texas projections are that demand in the state will outstrip supply into 2010
or later.
What are the factors leading to this emerging crisis? Registered nurses
(RNs) are aging and retiring early. The average age of an employed RN
in Texas was 38 in 1980 and 43 in 2000. Another factor is the increasing
patient population as the baby boomers reach their 60s and beyond.
Ironically, one of the major reasons behind the impending shortage of
nurse professionals is a shortage of another kind — that of nursing faculty
necessary to educate and train future nurses and current nurses wanting to
pursue masterʼs and doctoral degrees required to enter nursing
faculty positions.
Recent studies show many qualiﬁed applicants to baccalaureate and
graduate programs in nursing are turned away due to insufﬁcient number of
faculty as well as an inadequate number of clinical sites, classroom space,
clinical preceptors and budget constraints.
Faculty shortages can also be attributed to the rising age of existing nurse
educators, just as in nurses, narrowing the number of productive years they
can teach. A 2003-2004 American Association of Nursing report showed the
median age of full-time nursing faculty is 51.5 years. Even more signiﬁcant to
the problem is the higher compensation offered in clinical and private-sector
settings which are luring current and potential nurse educators away
from teaching.
According to the 2003 National Salary Survey of Nurse Practitioners
completed by ADVANCE for Nurse Practitioners magazine, the average
salary of a masterʼs prepared nurse practitioner working in an emergency
department was $80,697. In contrast, masterʼs prepared nurse professors
earned an annual average salary of $60,357 in 2003. At The University
of Texas-Pan American, Dr. Carolina Huerta, chair of the Department of
Nursing, has found the pay differential to be even greater.
“In talking to potential faculty in the community, I have found that most
MSN (Master of Science in Nursing) prepared nurses make more than twice
what our faculty make,” she said, noting that differential makes it hard to
attract professional nurses to teaching.
The long-term impact on the region will be deterioration of the regionʼs
health care infrastructure, restricting growth in this important sector of the

economy. It will lower the regionʼs quality of life and its attractiveness to
relocating companies.
Faced with these dire predictions, two years ago, under the leadership
of UTPA President Dr. Blandina Cárdenas, the University increased the
admission number to its nursing program from 80 to 100, which in December
2006 resulted in its largest class ever — 78 (up from 58 the year before)
– graduating from the BSN (Bachelor of Science in Nursing) program at the
University.
More recently, UTPA created several initiatives to meet the shortage
challenges including seeking enhanced funding from the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board and additional scholarship support for
disadvantaged students wanting to seek nursing degrees. In addition, UTPA
has joined the other three area academic nursing programs to establish
ways to admit more students, such as enhanced use of videoconferencing
to jointly teach classes, the development of articulation agreements to ease
student transition from two-year to four-year programs and increased efforts
in writing grants to provide funding.
A recent grant award from the Valley Initiative for Development and
Advancement enabled the organization of a Nursing Faculty Development
Conference held this summer to attract potential faculty. The grant also funds
a professional nursing faculty recruiter and faculty research to seek solutions
to the problem.
Last year UTPA also joined a partnership of four other institutions of The
University of Texas System – the Borderplex Health Council – formed to
promote education and research that address health challenges of the South
Texas border region. One of its targeted priorities is also the nursing work
force/nursing faculty work force shortage.
Huerta said to meet UTPAʼs current goal of doubling the admissions to its
nursing program to 200 students each year, will require one faculty member
for every 10 students in order to comply with the Board of Nurse Examiners
for the State of Texas rules.
“Realistically to meet the goal that has been set may take up to ﬁve years
unless we have more faculty and other material resources to sustain a
program of that size,” Huerta said.
With additional funds, UTPA will seek to create an incentive structure to
retain existing faculty and to attract new faculty for still vacant positions. The
establishment of an endowment to enhance nursing faculty salaries and the
necessary infrastructure, such as classrooms to handle additional students,
as well as other solutions are under review by administrators and the UTPA
Foundation Board. With innovation and collaboration, UTPA will continue to
respond to the needs of students and the health care needs of the community,
state and nation.
For more information on how you can support the advancement of UTPA,
please call the Division of External Affairs at 956/381-3361.

THINKING

BIG

on a SMALL SCALE
A
lifelong dedication to chemistry teaching and research ignited by his
high school teacher’s passion for the subject has landed
Dr. Banglin Chen, assistant professor of chemistry at The University of
Texas-Pan American, at the forefront of researchers worldwide trying
to meet the challenge of developing efficient uses of alternative energy
sources so vital for the future.
Chen’s cutting edge research, conducted with some of the top
collaborators from around the world and assistance from UTPA’s own
students, has recently led to the development of a hydrogen storage
technology patent which has been licensed and is to be developed for
commercial use by a major multinational corporation.
The resulting revenue from the corporation, which because of a
confidentiality agreement must remain anonymous, will be the first received
by the University from the licensing of a patent.
Chen, a native of China who came to UTPA in 2003, said the
development of new types of energy and the utilization of novel functional
materials for efficient energy usage are two great challenges for scientists
and engineers.
“Hydrogen is one of the most promising materials for future energy
among the diverse alternative energy resources since oxidation of
hydrogen will only produce environmental-friendly water molecules, unlike
gasoline which produces a lot of carbon dioxide,” he said.
However, Chen said, one of the big challenges for hydrogen economy is
the difficulty to store the amount of hydrogen needed that would allow for
example a vehicle to travel 300 miles before it would need to be refilled.
His research focus on nanoporous organic/inorganic hybrid materials
(very, very small materials – nano refers to the 10-9 power or one billionth)
shows great promise for high hydrogen storage capacities.
“I hope our endeavors and research will lead to some novel materials
for future hydrogen economy,” he said. Such a discovery could lead to the
first workable fuel tank for a hydrogen fueled car. His research conducted
with scientists from UCLA, University of Michigan, Cornell University,
Louisiana State University (LSU), Zhejiang University, and the Oak Ridge
and Los Alamos National Labs, also has potential for other applications as
well in separations, sensors, catalysis and electronics.
Long before he worked with scientists such as Dr. Omar Yaghi, named as
one of the top 10 scientists in the world, Chen said he was first inspired by
his high school chemistry teacher.
“My interest in chemistry was initiated by my high school chemistry
teacher because of his passion for and knowledge of chemistry,” he said.
Chen received both his bachelor’s and master’s in chemistry from

Zhejiang University, one of the oldest and most
prestigious universities in the People’s Republic
of China. Prior to earning his doctorate
in chemistry from the National
University of Singapore, he served
as lecturer and associate
professor in the College of
Science at Zhejiang Normal
University, where he
trained future teachers of
middle and high school
students. While there he
was recognized for his
outstanding teaching.
Chen has also done
postdoctoral research
at the University of
Michigan, Cornell and
LSU.
As Chen talks with
excitement about the beauty of
a crystalline structure he has just
synthesized, he likens his chemistry
creations to cooking.
“In cooking, you put all the ingredients together. Here I separate
the components,” said Chen, in his UTPA research lab surrounded by
microscopes, special ovens, and hundreds of small glass vials that are sent
to his collaborators who have absorption facilities to study further what he
has concocted.
Chen said he appreciated the support and encouragement of his
research by UTPA’s leadership. His research has been supported financially
by a UTPA start-up fund, a Faculty Research Council award, and funds from
a Welch Foundation grant to UTPA’s Department of Chemistry.
“Dr. Chen is an example of the bright, young, hungry research faculty
who will deliver on UTPA’s vision to be the ‘premier learner-centered
research institution in the state of Texas’ and to find solutions to challenges
through inquiry and innovation,” said UTPA President Dr. Blandina
Cárdenas. Also, she pointed out, while pursuing his research agenda, Chen
does not forget to focus on the learner.
“Ten of Dr. Chen’s 44 peer-reviewed research publications, which
have been cited 1,700 times, are co-authored with UTPA undergraduate

students. He is a role model and mentor for UTPA students – the
future scientists who will be needed to keep Texas and North
America competitive in science and technology,” she said.
Fatima Zapata, a May 2006 UTPA graduate from McAllen
with a major in chemistry, was one of five undergraduate
students who had an opportunity to work with Chen. She said
Chen taught her the importance of patience and perseverance
in research.
“Sometimes interesting problems are not solved on the first
try. When we would reach an impasse on a project or when an
experiment would not work, Dr. Chen always had ideas to get
over the hurdle,” said Zapata, who is now a research assistant
at the University of Illinois-Urbana/Champaign.
Zapata said Chen had a great impact in her decision to go
to graduate school and her ability to be a more independent
researcher.
“While Dr. Chen’s lab student I developed a keen interest
in solving problems that were interesting and relevant to many
applications in life,” she said. “Also, had it not been for the
experience I gained from him, it would have made the research
I do now much harder to conduct.
Dr. Wendy Lawrence-Fowler, UTPA vice provost for Research
and Sponsored Projects, has seen the evolution and growth
in Chen’s research through the proposals he has submitted
and said the University is committed to providing institutional

resources to commercialize the intellectual assets created
by the research endeavors of faculty, which in Chen’s
case, she said, is of national importance.
“Dr. Chen’s broad educational background and his
inquisitive mind lead to an ability to successfully collaborate
across disciplines and to be an asset to his peers and
colleagues,” she said.
“As such, he is a positive ambassador representing the best
of research at UTPA and in Texas.”
As a representative of UTPA’s growing outstanding research
and movement toward its plan to become the premier
learner-centered research institution in Texas, Chen has been
nominated recently by UTPA officials for The University of
Texas System Chancellor’s Entrepreneurship and Innovation
Awards program. The awards program was established to
recognize researchers who exemplify ingenuity, creativity
and innovation in research, the research’s application and
commercialization potential, and its impact on the citizens of
Texas and all of society. Award recipients will be announced
late February 2007.

Making Advances in THE NANOWORLD

H

elping The University of Texas-Pan American reach its strategic goal
of becoming “the premier learner-centered research institution in the state of
Texas” are UTPA faculty researchers who are making big contributions in a
nano (extremely small) way.
Dr. Yaunkin Lin, assistant professor in the Department of Physics and
Geology, is among the faculty making small the new big thing on campus.
He and two UTPA faculty members, in conjunction with The University
of Texas at Austin were awarded more than $1 million by the National
Science Foundation (NSF) for a five-year period to fund their Nanoscale
Interdisciplinary Research Team (NIRT) proposal, “NIRT: 3D Hierarchial
Nanomanufacturing for Active Photonics-on-chip,” which could lead to the
creation of an optical chip — the future generation computer chip.
The project was awarded the funding through a peer-reviewed highly
competitive process, which in a panel review summary sent to Lin stated
“This is an excellent proposal that could lead to substantial advance in
nanomanufacturing.”
Lin, principal investigator of the project, is working with UTPA professors
and co-principal investigators Dr. Karen Lozano and Dr. Jeremy Qualls,
and UT Austin faculty Dr. Shaochen Chen and Dr. Grant Willson, all who
bring expertise in photonic crystal holographic fabrication, photo-sensitive
materials, imprint lithography, two-photon stereolithography, magnetic
fields and materials, carbon nanotubes and nanofibers to design and create
novel integrated photonic nanostructures while enhancing educational
opportunities for UTPA students. These structures are all needed to produce
many nano-products including the next generation of computer chips.
“Interdisciplinary research teams at The University of Texas-Pan
American and The University of Texas at Austin will combine their expertise
in nanotechnology to design and create novel integrated photonic
nanostructures with their optical properties controlled either optically,
magnetically or electro-optically,” Lin said.

Nanophotonics, considered one of the fastest growing fields in
nanotechnology, encompasses the areas of chemistry, physics and
engineering, and is defined as the development of new ways to generate
and manipulate light using ultra-small, engineered structures as small as a
strand of DNA.
To help in his nanophotonics research, Lin purchased a femtosecond
ultrafast laser system with a tuning range of 720-950 nanometers (one
billionth of a meter) thanks to a $150,000 grant by the U.S. Air Force
Office of Scientific Research. The laser system will not only be used for
nanophotonics research, but for other research and education programs
in the area of nanomanufacturing, which is the manufacturing of extremely
small things such as the 100 million tiny switches and gears, which are 100
nanometers wide, found inside computers.
Lin said the research will provide many educational opportunities for
UTPA students at the graduate and undergraduate level. Thanks to the
NSF grant, eight graduate and 24 undergraduate Hispanic students will
participate in the research.
“These students will pursue advanced degrees, increasing the number of
underrepresented scientists,” Lin said.
In addition, outreach activities to increase the public awareness of
nanoscale science and engineering are being planned at the elementary,
secondary and University level.
Another benefit Lin said will come out of the research is the enhancement
of the Rio Grande Valley economy and the creation of more job
opportunities.
“Nanotechnology presents an incredible opportunity to encourage and
motivate U.S. citizens and permanent residents to pursue science and
engineering careers. A skilled work force is essential to the Rio
Grande Valley at the head of high-growth, engineering-driven
high-tech industries,” Lin said.

UTPA Athletics Hall of Fame

to induct inaugural class
T

he University of Texas-Pan American Department of
Intercollegiate Athletics is proud to announce the induction of its
inaugural class to the UTPA Athletics Hall of Fame Friday, Feb. 9.
The first-year class of inductees will include a “Who’s Who in
UTPA Athletics History,” including former coaches Al Olgetree and
Sam Williams along with former athletic standouts Luke Jackson and
Don Russell. The 1963 NAIA National Championship team will also
become the first team inducted into the UTPA Athletics Hall of Fame.

Al Ogletree

Ogletree served as head coach, from 1968-1997, for the UTPA
baseball program. The former coach is the program’s all-time
leader in career wins with 1,084 and posted an all-time career wins
total of 1,217. Ogletree guided the Broncs to their first-ever College
World Series appearance during the 1971 season where UTPA
finished fourth overall.
Ogletree was selected as the Sporting News National Coach of
the Year that season and also collected Coach of the Year honors
from the NCAA District VI, Texas Sports Writers’ Association and
South Plains Professional Scouts Association. The former UTPA head
baseball coach has already been inducted into numerous halls of
fame across the state.

Sam Williams

Williams is the all-time leader in career wins with 244 as the
former UTPA head men’s basketball coach, who led the Broncs from
1959-1973. Williams guided the Broncs to the 1963 NAIA National
Championship with a victory over Western Carolina and was
selected as the NAIA National Coach of the Year that season.
The following season, Williams also coached the Broncs to the
NAIA National Championship Game where UTPA fell in the
finals to Rockhurst.
Williams spent 15 seasons on the sidelines for the Broncs where
he recorded 11 winning campaigns and posted four seasons of 20
or more victories. The former UTPA head men’s basketball coach
guided the Broncs to 79 wins from1961-1964, which were the
most victories over the course of three seasons in program history.
Currently, the court at the UTPA Fieldhouse is named after Williams.

Luke Jackson

Jackson is one of the all-time great athletes to ever don the
Broncs’ uniform as the former basketball standout was a two-time
NAIA First Team All-American during the 1962-63 and 1963-64
seasons. Jackson guided the Broncs to the 1963 NAIA National

Championship and helped the squad reach the 1964 NAIA
National Championship Game. The former Bronc athlete is currently
ranked first in the program record books in field goal percentage,
free throws made and free throw attempts and second in career
points (1,819), field goals made and rebounds.
A second overall pick by the Philadelphia 76ers in the 1964
NBA Draft, Jackson was selected to the NBA All-Rookie Team in
1965 as well as served as a member of the NBA All-Star Team that
season. Jackson spent eight seasons in the NBA where he finished
with 5,170 points during his career, and one of his career highlights
included winning a gold medal as a member of Team USA during
the 1964 Olympics.

Don Russell

Don Russell is the only athlete in University history to win five
national titles during his career with the Broncs as he captured four
consecutive doubles national titles at the NAIA-level from 1959-62.
The former tennis great won the NAIA National Championship in
singles’ action during his senior campaign in 1962. Russell became
the first and only athlete in University history to win a NAIA
National Championship in two events during the same seasons.
Following his playing career, Russell returned to the Broncs’
sidelines as their head coach for three seasons from 19641967 where he recorded a 29-9-3 record with a .763 winning
percentage. During his time as head coach, Russell guided the
Broncs to a NAIA National Championship in his first season
during the 1964-1965 and became the first and only coach in
University history to win a national title in his first season with a
team. He is also the first and only individual in University history
to win a national championship as both a player and coach.

1963 NAIA National Champions

The Bronc basketball team that captured the 1963 NAIA
National Championship will become the first team to be inducted
into the UTPA Athletics Hall of Fame. That season, the Broncs
finished with a 26-6 record and were ranked 12th in the nation
heading into the post-season tournament.
   The Broncs won 17 of their final 19 games of the season,
including a 73-62 victory over Western Carolina in the national
title game. The Broncs were led by Jackson, Mitchell Edwards,
Jim McGurk, Paul Friddle and Marty Urand and were coached
by Williams.
For more information on the UTPA Athletics Hall of Fame, contact
the UTPA Department of Intercollegiate Athletics at 956/381-2221.

ENTER UTPA AND
EXPERIENCE THE WORLD

Visitors Center Exhibits Educate Thousands

E

Documenting Watergate.” Bob Woodward, The Washington Post
nter the Visitors Center at The
investigative reporter who won a Pulitzer Prize for his reporting on
University of Texas-Pan American
the scandal, toured the exhibit while on campus as a speaker in the
and you not only step into a center
Universityʼs Distinguished Speakers Series.
housing admissions and student
“This Watergate exhibit is now available for travel to other venues
services; you enter a 2,500-square
in the United States, always to carry the tag — co-curated by UTPA,”
foot exhibition space that brings
said Sally Mendiola, ANSS associate director. The exhibit highlights
Rio Grande Valley students and the
photos of the historic episode taken by famed photographer Stanley
community an exciting gamut of
Tetrick.
cultural, educational, and emotional
A Visitors Center Exhibit Committee of faculty, staff and students
experiences usually only found in
helps select the exhibits based on cost, availability, size and
top-notch museums.
education/entertainment value. The free-to-the-public
With its latest
exhibits have been financed through institutional
exhibit — “A Slave
enhancement funds, grants, corporate sponsorships,
Ship Speaks: The
programming partnerships with organizations such as
Wreck of the
GEAR UP and annual partnerships with UTPA divisions,
Henrietta Marie”
departments and/or student organizations.
—
which
closed
Jan.
- Retablos: The Art of Faith Exhibit
Edwards credits Mendiola with the successful
7, the Visitors Center
integration of the exhibits into lesson plans for teachers,
exhibit attendance hit
incorporating TEKS criteria and enhancing curriculum.
its highest ever — 10,904 visitors over the exhibitʼs 12Over time, he said, the exhibits were also successfully
week stay, most through school-sponsored tours. This
dovetailed into other programs, particularly the
exhibition immersed visitors into the transatlantic slave
Distinguished Speakers Series, which tries to choose
trade by focusing on the history of a slave ship — the
one of its speakers to complement the centerʼs premier
Henrietta Marie – sunk in 1700 off the Florida coast.
exhibit each year. The faculty and library staff
Attendance figures and the responses by visitors
also use the exhibits in their courses and often host
have delighted Dr. John Edwards, vice president
complementary literary exhibits and guest speakers.
of enrollment and student services, who oversees
“For the future, we are looking at the exhibit
Admissions and New Student Services (ANSS), which
ʻA Dinosaur Named Sue,ʼ the largest preserved
has incorporated the traveling exhibits into its campus
- Henrietta Marie Exhibit
Tyrannosaurus Rex ever, which would certainly fit into
tour program.
our University goal to increase the numbers of students who will
“Our goal is to encourage more South Texas students in
study science, technology, engineering and math. We have also
elementary, middle and high schools to go to college. Bringing them
considered an exhibit on the Holocaust,” Edwards said. “Our goal is
on campus may help in this regard. We want them to feel very early
to continue to host exhibits that engage our students and community
on as if they ʻbelongʼ on a college campus,” he said. “The exhibits
as well as encourage lifelong learning and a sense that UTPA
also help our teachers in the Valley and show the community that
belongs to them.”
the University is ʻgiving backʼ by making these exhibits free to the
The next exhibit at the Visitors Center will be “Retablos: The Art
public.”
of Faith,” opening March 1. The exhibit will showcase a private
Since its dedication in 2003, the Visitors Center has attracted
collection of 75 original oil paintings on copper and tin, known
more than 31,000 visitors to a wide range of exhibits. In addition
as retablos, or láminas as they are called in Mexico. The colorful
to a permanent exhibit called “Pillars of Success,” that highlights
and engaging retablos, which were displayed in home altars to
distinguished alumni and rotates to new honorees every two years,
honor their patron saints, are deeply rooted in Spanish history
the Visitors Center has hosted a number of traveling exhibitions. Its
first was “El Rio,” an exhibit from the Smithsonian that showcased the and represent the heart and soul of
traditional religious beliefs in the
Rio Grande and its culture. From Israel, the “Milestones for Peace”
17th through 19th century Mexican
exhibition featured hundreds of stones from Jerusalem fashioned into
culture. The exhibition will include
artistsʼ and celebritiesʼ interpretations of peace, and was paired with
explanatory panels in both
a visit from the former president of Costa Rica, Dr. Oscar Arias, a
English and Spanish.
Nobel Peace Laureate.
The exhibit is free and open
While many visitors attend in school group tours, 2,000 walk-in
to the public. Visitors Center
visitors came to view one of the Visitors Centerʼs most personal and
hours are Monday-Thursday,
moving exhibits — “Valley Heroes,” which honored fallen Valley
9 a.m.-7 p.m., Friday,
soldiers in Afghanistan and Iraq. This exhibit, curated by UTPA, was
9 a.m.-5 p.m., and
subsequently requested, reproduced and installed at South Texas
Saturday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
College.
- Milestones for
For more information,
Another exhibition co-curated by UTPA with Florida-based
Peace Exhibit
contact 956/292-7338.
ArtVision Exhibitions was “Surrendering the White House:

LOS ARCOS
The University of Texas-Pan American

S AV E T H E DAT E
Feb. 2-4 and Feb. 9-11
Alegria 2006-2007

The UTPA Ballet Folklórico will host its annual concert series ALEGRIA 2006-2007 at the Fine Arts
Auditorium. The concert series will be held Feb. 2, 7:30 p.m. and Feb. 3-4, 2 p.m.; Feb. 9, 7:30 p.m.
and Feb. 10-11, 2 p.m. The performances will feature a collection of choreographies featuring the folk
cultures and traditions of various Mexican states including Michoacán, Tamaulipas, Veracruz, and
Jalisco. The company of 24 dancers will create a spectacular collaboration of color, drama and excitement with live musical accompaniment provided by Mariachi México Lindo. For ticket information, call
956/381-2230.

Feb. 5-10

Homecoming 2007
The traditional weeklong event will feature numerous activities including a Bronc Olympics for UTPA student organizations, Athletics Hall of Fame induction ceremony, Bronc baseball games, alumni reunion,
and a tailgate party and lighting of the UTPA letters. The Office of Student Development, Department
of Intercollegiate Athletics, Student Union, University Program Board, and UTPA Alumni Association are
sponsoring the event. For further information, call 956/381-2660.

Feb. 6

An Evening of Chamber Music: Valley Symphony Orchestra
The performance will feature UTPA music faculty and principal musicians of the
Valley Symphony Orchestra including Geoffrey Wong, violin; Joel Pagan, viola; Sarah Kapps, cello;
and Ronald Sat, piano. The evening, which begins at 8 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 4200
N. McColl Rd. in McAllen, will present favorites of the chamber music repertoire for the discriminating
listener in an intimate setting. For ticket information, call 956/393-2293.

Feb. 15-18

Cuadro Flamenco 2007
The UTPA Dance Program presents its Cuadro Flamenco Concert Feb. 15-17, 7:30 p.m. and Feb. 18,
2 p.m. at the Fine Arts Auditorium. For ticket information, call 956/381-2230.

Feb. 28-March 4

University Theatre: “Once Upon A Mattress”
The riotously funny musical, based on the fairy tale of “The Princess and the Pea,” is told with a twist
that will leave you laughing and singing all the way home from the theatre. The performances will be
held at the Albert L. Jeffers Theatre, CAS 106, Feb. 28-March 3, 8 p.m. and March 4, 2 p.m. (Sunday
Matinee). For ticket information, call 956/381-3581.

March 1

Valley Symphony Orchestra and Chorale: Subscription Concert No. 4
Under the direction of internationally-acclaimed conductor and UTPA faculty member Dr. Peter
Dabrowski, the 80-member Valley Symphony Orchestra and the 110-voice Valley Symphony Chorale
present an exciting and entertaining program featuring renowned guest artists. The performance will be
held at the UTPA Fine Arts Auditorium at 8 p.m. For ticket information, call 956/393-2293.

March 12-17
Spring Break

No classes will be held for UTPA students. Campus will be open during regular business hours.

